
Olver and Kennedy Announce Approval of Traffic Management Plan for Pioneer Valley

  

UMASS TO USE FEDERAL FUNDS TO PROCEED WITH
               REGIONAL TRAVELER INFORMATION CENTER

WASHINGTON: Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) and Senator                Edward M. Kennedy announced today that the Federal Highway Administration                (FHWA) has approved a plan by the University of Massachusetts at                Amherst and the Massachusetts Highway Department to design and operate                a Regional Traveler Information Center in the Pioneer Valley. The                proposal will use $791,463 in federal funds secured by Congressman                Olver, a member of the House Appropriations subcommittee on Transportation.

               "First and foremost, the UMASS traveler information center                addresses the critical transportation needs in the Pioneer Valley,                but it also helps to establish UMASS as a major center for transportation                research," Olver said.

               Cora Marrett, Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs at                UMASS said that "We are very excited about creating this service                for the region. This project will rely on University expertise to                serve not just students and faculty members, but also the community                at large, and travelers who come to visit this beautiful region."

               Under the approved plan, UMASS will collect real-time information                on traffic conditions, public transit schedules, weather, parking                and tourism and make it available through road-side signs, cable                TV, information kiosks, telephone hotlines, and the Internet. The                mission of the traveler information center is to enable the public,                the media, local government agencies, and public safety personnel                to share information in order to better inform vacationers and commuters                about current conditions. Working with Mass Highway, UMASS will                effectively be operating a live laboratory for transportation research                and education.

               Through his position on the Appropriations Committee, Congressman                Olver secured funding for the UMASS traveler information center                through an earmark in the FY1999 Transportation Appropriations Bill.                The project falls under the U.S. Department of Transportation's                Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) initiative, which uses                cutting-edge traffic management technology.

               Senator Kennedy, who played a key role in developing the project,                said that "This new system will help commuters and visitors                alike to better navigate through the congestion on the Coolidge                Bridge. I am pleased that this new center at UMASS will also help                train students for future careers in engineering and traffic planning."

               Olver added, "As new information-sharing technologies are constantly                becoming available, I believe it's important to apply them to transportation                planning and safety. A healthy transportation system is necessary                for jobs, health care, and educational opportunities that spur economic                growth and prosperity."

               For more information, contact: Paul Shuldiner, Director, UMASS Transportation                Center, 413-545-2688. John Hoey, Director, Mass Highway District                Two, 413-584-1611
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